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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for configuring templates, the method comprising: 
5 configuring a template for an application and network management 

system with first information for determining whether data associated with at 
least one message received by the template should or should not be 
processed by the template; 

configuring the template with second information for processing the 
10 data associated with at least one of the received messages; and 

configuring the template with third information for preventing the 
communication of at least one received message to other templates of the 
application and network management system. 

15 2. The method of Claim 1 , wherein configuring the template with 

second information for processing further comprises configuring the template 
with the second information for communicating the data associated with at 
least one of the received messages to a management server. 

20 3. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the template is one of an SNMP 

trap template, a message template, a monitor agent template, a logfile 
template and a console template. 

4. The method of Claim 1 , wherein at least one received message 
25 is validated with at least one of pattern matching language, MSI, values from 

environment variables, and values from secure sources. 

5. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the method further comprises: 
configuring the template with fourth information for specifying for a 

30 particular received message an action to be performed, wherein the fourth 
information ensures that the action is performed on a node that generated the 
particular received message. 

6. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the second information specifies 
35 a superset of conditions for processing all the received messages and 

wherein: 

configuring the template with the first information further comprises 
configuring the template with the superset of conditions to determine whether 
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data associated with at least one received message should or should not be 
processed by the template; and 

configuring the template with the third information further comprises 
configuring the template with the superset of conditions to prevent the 
5 communication of at least one received message to other templates. 

7. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the steps of configuring are 
performed by a template automator. 

10 8. A method for providing a guideline to developers for creating 

templates, the guideline comprising information used by the developers for: 

receiving first information entered by a developer to configure a 
template of an application and network management system for determining 
whether data associated with at least one message received by the template 
15 should or should not be processed by the template; 

receiving second information entered by the developer to configure the 
template to process the data associated with at least one of the received 
messages; and 

receiving third information entered by the developer to configure the 
20 template to prevent the communication of at least one received message to 
other templates of the application and network management system. 

9. The method of Claim 8, wherein second information to process 
the data further comprises the second information to communicate the data 

25 associated with at least one of the received messages to a management 
server. 

10. The method of Claim 8, wherein the template is one of an SNMP 
trap template, a message template, a monitor agent template, a logfile 

30 template and a console template. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 8, wherein at least one received message 
is validated with at least one of pattern matching language, MSI, values from 
environment variables, and values from secure sources. 

35 

12. The method of Claim 8, wherein the method further comprises: 
receiving fourth information entered by the developer to configure the 

template to specify an action for a particular received message, wherein the 
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fourth Information ensures that the action is performed on a node that 
generated the particular received message. 

13. The method of Claim 8, wherein the second information specifies 
5 a superset of conditions for processing all the received messages and 
wherein: 

receiving the first information further comprises configuring the 
template with the superset of conditions to determine whether data associated 
with at least one received message should or should not be processed by the 
10 template; and 

receiving the third information further comprises configuring the 
template with the superset of conditions to prevent the communication of at 
least one received message to other templates. 

15 14. A computer system comprising: 

a memory unit; and 

a processor coupled to the memory unit, wherein the processor 
executes instructions associated with a template automator, and wherein the 
instructions of the template automator are for: 
20 configuring a template for an application and network management 

system with first information for determining whether data associated with at 
least one message received by the template should or should not be 
processed by the template; 

configuring the template with second information for processing the 
25 data associated with at least one of the received messages; and 

configuring the template with third information for preventing the 
communication of at least one received message to other templates of the 
application and network management system. 

30 15. The method of Claim 14, wherein configuring the template with 

second information for processing further comprises configuring the template 
with the second information for communicating the data associated with at 
least one of the received messages to a management server. 

35 16. The computer system of Claim 14, wherein the template is one of 

an SNMP trap template, a message template, a monitor agent template, a 
logfile template and a console template. 
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17. The computer system of Claim 14, wherein at least one received 
message is validated with at least one of pattern matching language, MSI, 
values from environment variables, and values from secure sources. 

5 18. The computer system of Claim 14, wherein the template 

automator further comprises instructions for: 

configuring the template with fourth information for specifying for a 
particular received message an action to be performed, wherein the fourth 
information ensures that the action is performed on a node that generated the 

10 particular received message. 

19. The computer system of Claim 14, wherein the second 
information specifies a superset of conditions for processing all the received 
messages and wherein: 

15 configuring the template with the first information further comprises 

configuring the template with the superset of conditions to determine whether 
data associated with at least one received message should or should not be 
processed by the template; and 

configuring the template with the third information further comprises 

20 configuring the template with the superset of conditions to prevent the 
communication of at least one received message to other templates. 
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